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1. Introduction

Let Ry.n = K[x1, ..., Xy]q be the vector space of polynomials of degree < d in n variables over

an infinite field K. Note that dimRy , = ("Zd). Let p1, ..., px € K" be k general points and assume
that over each of these points a general affine proper subspace A; C K" x K of dimension g; is given.
Assume thata; > --- > ax. Let Iy € K" x K be the graph of f € Ry, and Ty, I'7 be its tangent space
at the point (p;, f(p;)). Note that dim Ty, I'7 = n for any i. Consider the conditions

A CTyIyp, fori=1,...,k (1)

When g; = 0, the assumption (1) means that the value of f at p; is assigned. When a; = n, (1) means
that the value of f at p; and the values of all first partial derivatives of f at p; are assigned. In the
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intermediate cases, (1) means that the value of f at p; and the values of some linear combinations of
first partial derivatives of f at p; are assigned.
Consider now the affine space
Vd,ﬂ(pls .. vpkvAl9 .. 7Ak) = {f € Rd,l’llAf g Tp,-[}‘s l = 1a DR} k} (2)

The polynomials in this space solve a partial polynomial interpolation problem. The conditions in (1)
correspond to (a; + 1) affine linear conditions on Ry 5. Our main result describes the codimension
of the above affine space. Since the description is different for d = 2 and d # 2, we divide the result
in two parts.

Theorem 1.1. Let d # 2 and char (K) = 0. For a general choice of points p; and subspaces A;, the affine
space Vg n(p1, - .., Pk, A1, . . ., Ax) has codimension in R4 , equal to

k
min [Z(a,- +1), dim Rd,n]

i=1

with the following list of exceptions
(@yn=2,d=4, k=5,as=2 fori=1,...,5
(b)n=3,d=4,k=9,q;=3 fori=1,...,9
(MYn=3,d=4, k=9,0q,=3 fori=1,...,8andag =2
(oon=4,d=3,k=7,a,=4 fori=1,...,7
(dn=4,d=4,k=14,a=4 fori=1,...,14

In particular when 25;1 (a;+1) = ("Jgd) there is a unique polynomial f in Vg n(p1, . .., Pk, A1, . . .,
Ak), with the above exceptions (a), (b'), (c), (d). In the exceptional cases the space Vg n (1, - - . , Pk, A1 - - -
Ay) is empty.

The “general choice” assumption means that the points can be taken in a Zariski open set (i.e.
outside the zero locus of a polynomial) and for each of these points the space A; can be taken again in
a Zariski open set. On the real numbers this assumption means that the choices can be done outside a

set of measure zero. Our result is not constructive but it ensures that in the case Zle (ai+1) = ("Jdrd)

the linear system computing the interpolating polynomial with general data has a unique solution.
Hence any algorithm solving linear systems can be successfully applied. Actually our proof shows that
Theorem 1.1 holds on any infinite field, with the possible exception of finitely many values of char K
(see the appendix). For finite fields the genericity assumption is meaningless.

The case in which a; = n for all i was proved by Alexander and Hirschowitz in [1,2], see [4] for
a survey. The most notable exception is the case of seven points with seven tangent spaces for cubic
polynomials in four variables, as in c). This example was known to classical algebraic geometers and
it was rediscovered in the setting of numerical analysis in [11]. The case of curvilinear schemes was
proved as a consequence of a more general result by [5] on P? and by [8] in general.

The case d = 1 follows from elementary linear algebra. The case n = 1 is easy and well known: in
this case the statement of Theorem 1.1 is true with the only requirement that the points p; are distinct
and the spaces A; are not vertical, that is their projections 7 (A;) on K" satisfy dim A; = dim 7 (4;).

Assume now d = 2. We seta; = —1 fori > k.Forany 1 < i < n we denote
i i
8qy.....q, () = max '0, Zaj — Z(n +1 —j)]
j=1 j=1

Theorem 1.2. Let K be an infinite field. For a general choice of points p; and subspaces A;, the affine space
Vo.n(p1, .., Pks A1, - - ., Ax) has codimension in R, , equal to

k
min [Z(ai + 1), dim Rz,n]

i=1
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if and only if one of the following conditions takes place:

(1) either 8q,,....q, (i) =0forall1 <i<n;
@) or Zi(ai + 1) = ("?) + max(Sa,....q,() : 1 <i < n)

In particular when ZL] (ai+1) = ("”) thereis a unique polynomial f in Vo n(p1, . . ., Pk, A1, - . ., Ak)
ifand only if, forany 1 < i < n, we have

i i
Da <D m+1-)).
j=1 j=1

The first nontrivial example which explains Theorem 1.2 is the following. Consider k = 2 and
(a1, az) = (n, n). Then the affine space V; ,(p1, p2, A1, Az) is given by quadratic polynomials with
assigned tangent spaces A1, Ay at two points p1, py. This space is not empty if and only if the inter-
section space A1 N A, is not empty and its projection on K" contains the midpoint of p;p,, which is a
codimension one condition. In order to prove this fact restrict to the line through p; and p; and use

0iz#£1
a well known property of the tangent lines to the parabola. In this case §, (i) = ‘ a and the
1i=1
two conditions of Theorem 1.2 are not satisfied. In Section 3 we will explain these two conditions with
more details.

Let 77 (A;) be the projection of A; on K". Fori = 1, ..., k we consider the ideal
of
li=1{f €Klx1,..., xllf (pi) + Z(x] (pz)] (pz) = 0 forany x € 7 (A;)
j=1
Notice that we have mgi C I; € my, and the ring K[x1, ..., x,]/I; corresponds to a zero-dimensional
scheme &; of length a; + 1, supported at p; and contained in the double point piz. WhenVy »(p1, ..., Dks
A1, ..., Ay) isnot empty, its associated vector space (that is its translate containing the origin) consists
of the hypersurfaces of degree d through &1, . . ., &. Moreover, when this vector space has the expected
dimension, it follows that Vy ,(p1, . . ., Pk, A1, - . . , Ak) has the expected dimension too.

The space K" can be embedded in the projective space P". Since the choice of points is general,
we can always avoid the “hyperplane at infinity”. In order to prove the above two theorems, we will
reformulate them in the projective language of hypersurfaces of degree d through zero-dimensional
schemes. More precisely we refer to Theorem 3.2 for d = 2, Theorem 4.1 ford = 3 and Theorem 5.6 for
d > 4. This reformulation is convenient mostly to rely on the wide existing literature on the subject.
In this setting Alexander and Hirschowitz proved that a general collection of double points imposes
independent conditions on the hypersurfaces of degree d (with the known exceptions) and our result
generalizes to a general zero-dimensional scheme contained in a union of double points. It is possible
to degenerate such a scheme to a union of double points only in few cases, in such cases of course our
result is trivial from [1].

Our proof of Theorem 5.6, and hence of Theorem 1.1, is by induction on n and d. Since it is enough
to find a particular zero-dimensional scheme which imposes independent condition on hypersurfaces
of degree d, we specialize some of the points on a hyperplane, following a technique which goes back
to Terracini. We need a generalization of the Horace method, like in [1], that we develop in the proof of
Theorem 5.6. The case of cubics, which is the starting point of the induction, is proved by generalizing
the approach of [4], where we restricted to a codimension three linear subspace. This case is the crucial
step which allows to prove the Theorem 1.1. Section 4 is devoted to this case, which requires a lot of
effort and technical details, in the setting of discrete mathematics. Compared with the quick proof we
gave in [4], here we are forced to divide the proof in several cases and subcases. While the induction
argument works quite smoothly for n, d > 0, it is painful to cover many of the initial cases. In the case
d = 3 we need the help of a computer, by a Montecarlo technique explained in the appendix.
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A further remark is necessary. In [1,4] the result about the independence of double points was
shown to be equivalent, through Terracini lemma, to a statement about the dimension of higher secant
varieties of the Veronese varieties, which in turn is related to the Waring problem for polynomials. Here
the assumption that K is algebraically closed of zero characteristic is necessary to translate safely the
results, see also Theorem 6.1 and Remark 6.3 in [10]. For example, on the real numbers, the closure in
the euclidean topology of the locus of secants to the twisted cubic is a semi-algebraic set, corresponding
to the cubic polynomials which have not three distinct real roots, and it is defined by the condition
that the discriminant is nonpositive. Indeed a real cubic polynomial can be expressed as the sum of
two cubes of linear polynomials (Waring problem) if and only if it has two distinct complex conjugate
roots or a root of multiplicity three.

2. Preliminaries

Let X be a scheme contained in a collection of double points of P". We say that the type of X is

(myq, ..., myy1) if X contains exactly m; subschemes of a double point of length i, fori = 1, ..., n+1.
For example the type of k double points is (0, ..., 0, k). The degree of X is deg X = > im;. A scheme
of type (my, ..., mpy1) corresponds to a collection of m; linear subspaces [; C P" withdimL; = i—1

and with a marked point on each L;.

Algebraic families of such schemes can be defined over any field K with the Zariski topology.

Any irreducible component ¢ of length k contained in a double point supported at the point p
corresponds to a linear space L of projective dimension k — 1 passing through p. The hypersurfaces
containing ¢ are exactly the hypersurfaces F such that T,F 2 L.

This description allows to consider a degeneration (or collision) of two components as the span of
the corrisponding linear spaces. More precisely, consider two irreducible schemes ¢y, {1, supported
respectively at pg, p1, of length respectively ko, k1 and consider the space V (&g, ¢1) of the hypersurfaces
containing o and ;. Let L; be the space corresponding to ¢;. By the above remark this space consists
of the hypersurfaces F such that T F 2 Lo and T, F D L.

Let L = (Lo, L1) be the projective span of Ly and L, that is the smallest projective space containing
Lo and Ly. If Ly and L; are general, and if moreover kg + k1 — 1 < n,thendimL = kg + k; — 1and L
corresponds to an irreducible scheme ¢ of length ko + ki supported at pg (or at p1). It is not difficult
to construct a degeneration of ¢y U ¢ which has ¢ as limit.

This implies, by semicontinuity, that dim V(o U £1) < dim V().

In particular if we prove that V(&) has the expected dimension, the same is true for V(¢ U &1). We
will use often this remark through the paper.

We recall now some notation and results from [4].

Given a zero-dimensional subscheme X C P", the corresponding ideal sheaf Zy and a linear system
D on P", the Hilbert function is defined as follows:

hpn (X, D) := dimH°(D) — dimH°(Zx ® D).

If hpn(X, D) = degX, we say that X is D-independent, and in the case D = Opn(d), we say d-
independent.

A zero-dimensional scheme is called curvilinear if it is contained in the smooth part of a curve.
Notice that a curvilinear scheme contained in a double point has length 1 or 2.

Lemma 2.1 (Curvilinear Lemma [6,4]). Let X be a zero-dimensional scheme of finite length contained in
a union of double points of P" and D a linear system on P". Then X is D-independent if and only if every
curvilinear subscheme of X is D-independent.

For any scheme X C L in a projective space L, we denote Zx(d) = Ix ® Or(d) and
Ix (d) = H®(Zx (d)). The expected dimension of the vector space Ix.pn (d) is expdim(Ix,pr (d)) =

max ((”ﬁd) — deg X, O).
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For any scheme X C P" and any hyperplane H C P", the residual of X with respect to H is denoted
by X : H and it is defined by the ideal sheaf Zx.y = Zx:Zy. We have, for any d, the well known
Castelnuovo sequence

0 — Ix.gpr(d —1) = Ixpn(d) = Ixnu,H(d).
Remark 2.2. IfY C X C P" are zero-dimensional schemes, then

e if X is d-independent, then sois Y,
o ifhpn(Y,d) = ("j;”), then hpr (X, d) = (d+”).

n

It follows that if any zero-dimensional scheme X C P" with degX = (‘Hn'") is d-independent, then

any scheme contained in X imposes independent conditions on hypersurfaces of degree d in P".

Remark 2.3. Fixn > 2 and d > 3. Assume that if a scheme X with degree (dj]'”) does not impose

independent conditions on hypersurfaces of degree d in P", then it is of type (my, . .., my1) for some

given m;. It follows that any subscheme of X is d-independent. Indeed any proper subscheme Y of X is
- d
also a subscheme of a scheme X’ with degree ( Jg”) and of type (mf, ..., m} ;) # (my, ..., Muy1),
for some ml’» and since X’ is d-independent, so is Y. Moreover any scheme Z containing X impose
d+n

")
and o.f.type (m{,...,my ) # (my, ..., myyq) for some m;. Indeed since X” imposes independent
conditions on hypersurfaces of degree d, also Z does.

independent conditions on hypersurfaces of degree d if it contains a scheme X" with degree (

3. Quadratic polynomials

Assume that X is a general scheme of type (my, ..., my4+1). Let us fix an order on the irreducible
components &1, ..., &y of X (where m = >~ m;) such that

length(§y) > - - - > length(§m)

and forany 1 < i < mlet us denote by [; the length of & and by p; the point where &; is supported. Set
li =0fori > m.Forany 1 < i < nletus denote

Sx() =max 10, > [i—> (n+2—-jt.

=1 j=1

Note that 8x (1) = 0 for any scheme X. Clearly §x(2) = 0 unless X is the union of two double points
and in this case §x(2) = 1.1f §x(2) = O, then 6x(3) = Ounlessly = n+ 1,1, = I3 = n, where
8x(3) = 1.1f 6x(2) = 6x(3) = 0, then §x(4) = O unless eitherly = n+1,L =nl3 =14, =n—1,
where §x(4) = 1,orly =L =13 =nandly > n— 1, where 1 < 8x(4) < 2.

Lemma 3.1. If§x(i) > 0 for some 1 < i < n, then the quadrics containing {&1, . . ., &} are exactly the
quadrics singular along the linear space spanned by p1, . . ., p;.

Proof. Let us denote P" = P(V), fix a basis {eo, ..., e;} of V and assume that p; = [ep42—;] for all
j=1,...,i.Let Abe the symmetric matrix defining a quadric Q in P(V) passing through the scheme
{&1, ..., &). Therefore Q is defined in V by the equation {v € V : vTAv = 0} and the condition that
the quadric contains &; means that eg +27jAw = 0 for any w € W, where W is a general subspace of V

of dimension ;. Then, it is easy to see that the condition 2}21 lj > 2;21 (n + 2 — j) implies that the
elements of the last i columns and rows of the matrix A are all equal to 0. This implies that the quadric
Q is singular along the linear space spanned by {p1, ..., pi}. O
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From the previous lemma it follows that if 8x (i) is positive for some 1 < i < n, then the scheme
{&1, ..., &} does not impose independent conditions on quadrics. Indeed the scheme {1, ..., &} has
degree Z}zl l;, but imposes only Z}:l n+2-—j) = (n—;Z) _ (n—;‘-&-Z) conditions on quadrics.

The following result describes all the schemes which impose independent conditions on quadrics,
giving necessary and sufficient conditions.

Theorem 3.2. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained in a union of double points of type
(myq, ..., my4q) imposes independent conditions on quadrics if and only if one of the following conditions
takes place:

(1) either §x(i) = 0forall1 <i < n;
(2) ordegX > ("erz) + max{8x(i) : 1 <i < n

Proof. First we prove that if X does impose independent conditions on quadrics, then either condition
1 or 2 hold. Assume that both conditions are false and let us prove that Ix(2) has not the expected

dimension max {0, (”;2) — deg(X)}. In particular assume that there is an indexi € {1, ..., n} such

that 8x (i) > 0 and deg(X) < (”;“2) + 8x (i). Consider the family C of quadratic cones with vertex
containing the linear space P/~ spanned by p1, . . ., p;. Of course we have

dimIy(2) > dim(C) — (deg(X) - ZI: l]-) - (" —it 2) — deg(X) + ilj —c
j=1

2 5

Now, using (”;2) — (”1”) = }:1 (n + 2 —j), we compute

i 2 —i42
dimIx(2) — expdimlx(2) > min [c, ZI] — (n —; ) + (n ;+ )] = min{c, §x (i)}
j=1

By assumption 8x (i) > 0 and

c>(n_;—i_z)_(n—;z)_&(i)—kzlj=le_z(”+2_j)_8’((i)=O

j=1 j=1 j=1

Hence the dimension of Iy (2) is higher than the expected dimension and we have proved that X does
not impose independent conditions on quadrics.

Now we want to prove that if either condition 1 or condition 2 hold, then X imposes independent
conditions on quadrics. We work by induction on n > 2.1f n = 2 it is easy to check directly our claim.

Consider a scheme X in P" which satisfies condition 1 and fix a hyperplane H C P". We specialize
all the components of X on H in such a way that the residual of each of the components &1, ..., &, is
1 (if the component is not empty) and the residual of the remaining components is zero. Indeed the
vanishing 8x(2) = 0 implies that[; < nforallj > 2, and so such a specialization is possible. Then we
get the Castelnuovo sequence

0 — Ix.ppn(1) — Ix pn(2) = Ixnn,H(2)

where X : H is the residual given by at most n simple points and X N H is the trace in H. Hence we
conclude by induction once we have proved that the trace X N H satisfies condition 1 or 2.

Note that in order to compute §xny (i) we need to choose an order on the components & N H of
X M H such that the sequence of their lengths is not increasing. If
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length(§,) — 1 = length(§, N H) = length(§p41 N H) = length(§n41) (3)

then we can choose the same order on the components of X N H chosen for the components of X. In
this case it is easy to prove that X N H satisfies condition 1. Indeed for any i > 1, let us denote by
Il = length(&; N H). Recall that m is the number of components of X. By construction we have that
l,f =1l —1forany 1 < i < min{n, m}. Then forall 1 < i < min{n — 1, m} we have

D=2 m+1=H=2G—i=D>m+2-)+i=2L—>Mm+2—j)
j=1 j=1 j=1 j=1

j=1 j=1

from which we have

1 1 1 1
Sxnu()) = max 0, > L= > (n+1 —j)’ = max [0, Di=>(n+2—j)=(>i)=0
j=1 j=1 j=1 j=1

Now assume that (3) does not hold. This implies in particular that I, = I;+1, and so when we
compute dxny (i) we have to change the order on the components. In order to better understand the
situation, let us consider the following example: X in P> given by 9 components of length 4. Note that
8x(i) = Oforany 1 < i < 5. After the specialization described above we get a scheme X N H in
H = P* given by 5 components of length 3 and 4 components of length 4. We easily compute that
(Sme(4) =2>0.

Now we will prove that if X N H does not satisfy condition 1, then it satisfies 2. Assume that for
X in P" we have 8x(i) = Oforall 1 < i < n, while for X N H in H we have Sxng (i) > 0 for some
1<i<n—1.

Let us denote ] := I; = I;y1 andlet 1 < k < nbe theindex such thatly > lyy1 = --- =1, =
In41 = L. Let h be the index such that dxny(h) = max{dxny (i)} and note that h > k.

As above we denote by I; the lenghts of the components of X N H ordered in a not increasing way.
Hence we have,

h=h =1, lo=h—1, 1 =1 h=1I..

and thisimplies thatly > lyy1 =--- =L = - =lhyp_r =1
Now since §xny(h) > 0 we obtain

k h

h h
D=2 li—k+h—kl>>n+1-)=>n+2—i)—h

i=1 i=1 i=1 i=1
and since 8y (k) = 0 we have ZL] i < Zf‘:] (n + 2 — i), and combining these two inequalities we
have
h
(h—kl > Z nm+2—-i)—(th—k)y>h—-kn+1—-nh)
i=k+1
from which it follows:
[ > m+2—h). (4)
Now in order to prove that X N H satisfies 2 we need to show that

n+1

deg(X NH) > ( ) + dxnu(h).
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Notice that

n+h—k
deg(XNH) >degX —n > Z li —n,
i=1

hence if we prove the following inequality we are done:

n+h—k n41
> I,-—n>< 5 )+5me(h)
i=1

ie.
h

k
)+Zli—k+(h—k)l—2(n+1—i)
i=1

i=1

k n41
Shi+m+h—2k—n>
i=1

which reduces to

(n—k)l>(n—;1)+n—k—h(n+l)+<h;l)

By using inequality (4) it is enough to prove, foranyn > 2,any 1 < k < h < n — 1, the inequality

and we prove this inequality by induction on h < n — 1. First fix n, k and choose h = n — 1. In this
case (5) becomes

3(n—k)2(n—gl)—{-(n—k)—(nz—1)+(;>=n—k+1

which is true. Now if we assume that (5) is verified for ' < n — 1, itis easy to check it forh = h’ — 1,
thus completing the proof of (5).

It remains to prove that if X satisfies condition 2, then the system of quadrics |Zx(2)| containing X
is empty. If §x (i) = 0 for all 1 < i < n then we are in the previous case. We may assume that there
exists i such that x (i) > 0.

Assume that the sequence {x (i)} is nondecreasing Then &x(n) > 0 and by Lemma 3.1 we know
that the quadrics containing the first n components {&1, ..., &} are singular along the hyperplane
H = (p1, ..., pn), so the only existing quadric is the double hyperplane H?. By assumption deg X >

[("42'2) — 1] +6x(n) = ]’721 lj, hence there is at least an extra condition given by another component

&n+1 of X and so |Zx (2)| = ¥ as we wanted.
Therefore we may assume that there exists 1 < i < nsuch that §x(i + 1) < 8x(i) and we pick the
first such i. In particular it follows

lit1<n+1—i (6)
As above, by Lemma 3.1 all the quadrics containing Xo = {&1, ..., &} are singular along the linear
spaceLy =< pi, ..., p; >.LetX; = X\Xo.By definition deg Xo = j:] I = (”;2) — ("+227')+8x(i).
Let 77 be a general projection from Ly on a linear space L; ~ P"~%. By (6) we have degX; =
deg 7 (X1). Hence there is a bijective correspondence between |Zx(2)| and |Z;x,)(2)| € |0y, (2)]. By
generality we may assume that X; is supported outside Lg.
Note that
n—i+2

deg(Xy) —< 5

) = degX — (n er 2) — (D) = max{dx (h)} — dx(D) = 0
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hence if §yx,)(h) = Oforh = 1,...,n — i we conclude again by the first case. If there exists
1 <j < n—isuchthatd;,)(j) > 0, notice that in this case we have

Sy () = 8x( + 1) — 8x (D),

hence
mgx{rsn(xl)(p)} = m,gx{éx(h)} — 8x (D).

So we proved that

+2-i
deg 7 (X1) — (" ; l) > max(8z0) (9)]

This means that 77 (X;) satisfies the assumption 2 on L; and then by (complete) induction on n we
get that |Z(x,)(2)| = ¥ as we wanted. O

A straightforward consequence of the previous theorem is the following corollary.

Corollary 3.3. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained in a union of double points with
degX = (";2) imposes independent conditions on quadrics if and only if §x (i) = 0 forall1 <i < n.

Theorem 3.2 provides a classification of all the types of general subschemes X of a collection of
double points of P" which do not impose independent conditions on quadrics. For example in P?, the
only case is X given by two double points. In Tables 1 and 2 below we list the subschemes which do
not impose independent conditions on quadrics in P? and P*.

4. Cubic polynomials

In this section we generalize the approach of [4, Section 3] to our setting and we prove the following
result.

Theorem 4.1. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained in a union of double points imposes
independent conditions on cubics with the only exception of n = 4 and X given by 7 double points.

First we give the proof of the previous theorem in casesn = 2, 3, 4.

Lemma 4.2. Let ben = 2, 3 or 4. Then a general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained in a union
of double points imposes independent conditions on cubics with the only exception of n = 4 and X given
by 7 double points.

Proof. By Remark 2.2 it is enough to prove the statement for X with degree (";3). Note that if X is a

union of double points the statement is true by the Alexander-Hirschowitz theorem.
Let n = 2 and X a subscheme of a collection of double points with degX = 10. Fix a line H in P?
and consider the Castelnuovo exact sequence

0 = Ix.y p2(2) = Iy p2(3) = Ixnu(3)

It is easy to prove that it is always possible to specialize some components of X on H so that deg(X N
H) = 4 and that the residual X : H does not contain two double points. The last condition ensures
that 8x.4 (i) = 0 fori = 1, 2. Hence we conclude by Corollary 3.3.

In the case n = 3, the scheme X has degree 20. Since there are no cubic surfaces with five singular
points (in general position) we can assume that X contains at most three double points. Indeed if X
contains 4 double points we can degenerate it to a collection of 5 double points, in general position.
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Table 1
List of exceptions in P>,

X deg X max{dx (i)} (my, ..., my) dimIx (2)
244 12 3 (0,0,0,3) 1
4,4,3 11 2 (0,0,1,2) 1
44,2 10 1 (0,1,0,2) 1

4,4,1,1 10 1 (2,0,0,2) 1
4,4,1 9 1 (1,0,0,2) 2

44 8 1 (0,0.0,2) 3
43,3 10 1 (0,0,2,1) 1

We fixa plane H in P? and we want to specialize some components of X on H so that deg(X N H) = 10
and that the residual X : H imposes independent conditions on quadrics. By looking at Table 1, since
deg(X : H) = 10, it is enough to require that X : H is not of the form (0, 1, 0, 2), (2,0, 0, 2) or
(0,0, 2, 1). It is easy to check that this is always possible: indeed specialize on H the components
of X starting from the ones with higher length and keeping the residual as minimal as possible until
the degree of the trace is 9 or 10. If the degree of the trace is 9 and there is in X a component with
length 1 or 2 we can obviously complete the specialization. The only special case is given by X of type
(0, 0, 4, 2) and in this case we specialize on H the two double points and two components of length
3 so that each of them has residual 1.

If n = 4 the case of 7 double points is exceptional. Assume that X has degree 35 and contains at
most 6 double points. We fix a hyperplane H of P* and we want to specialize some components of X on
H so that deg(X N H) = 20 and that the residual X : H imposes independent conditions on quadrics.
By looking at Table 2, it is enough to require that X : H does not contain two double points, does
not contain one double point and two components of length 4 and it is not of the form (0, 0, 1, 3, 0).
It is possible to satisfy this conditions by specializing the components of X in the following way: we
specialize the components of X on H starting from the ones with higher length and keeping the residual
as minimal as possible until the degree of the trace is maximal and does not exceed 20. Then we add
some components allowing them to have residual 1 in order to reach the degree 20. It is possible to
check that this construction works, except for the case (0, 0, 5, 0, 4) where we have to specialize on H
all the double points and 2 of the components with length 3 so that both have residual 1. It is easy also
to check that following the construction above the residual has always the desired form, except for X
of the form (0, 0, 1, 8, 0), where the above rule gives a residual of type (0, 0, 1, 3, 0). In this case we
make a specialization ad hoc: for example we can put on H six components of length 4 and the unique
component of length 3 in such a way that all them have residual 1 and we obtain a residual of type
(7, 0,0, 2, 0) which is admissible.

Now we have to check the schemes either contained in 7 double points or containing 7 double
points. But this follows immediately by Remark 2.3. O

We want to restrict a zero dimensional scheme X of P" to a given subvariety L. We could define
the residual X : L as a subscheme of the blow-up of P" along L as in [3], but we prefer to consider
deg(X : L) justas an integer associated to X and L. More precisely given a subvariety L C P", we denote
deg(X : L) = deg X — deg(X N L). In particular we will use this notion in the following cases:

deg(X : L), deg(X:(LUM)), deg(X:(LUMUN))
where L, M, N C P" are three general subspaces of codimension three. We also recall that
deg(XN(LUM)) =deg(XNL)+ deg(XNM) —deg(X N (LNM))
and
deg(XN(LUMUN)) =deg(XNL)+deg(XNM)+ deg(XNN) —deg(XNLNM)
—deg(XNLNN) —deg(XNMNN)+deg(XNLNMNN).

The proof of Theorem 4.1 relies on a preliminary description, which is inspired to the approach of
[4]. More precisely the proof is structured as follows:
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Table 2
List of exceptions in P*.

X deg X max{dx (i)} (my,...,ms) dim I (2)
5,5,5,5 20 6 (0,0,0,0,4) 1
5,5,5,4 19 5 (0,0,0,1,3) 1
5,5,5,3 18 4 (0,0,1,0,3) 1
5,5,5,2 17 3 (0,1,0,0,3) 1

5,5,51,1 17 3 (2,0,0,0,3) 1
5,5,5,1 16 3 (1,0.0,0,3) 2
55,5 15 3 (0,0,0,0,3) 3
5,5,4,4 18 4 (0,0,0,2,2) 1
5,5,4,3 17 3 0,0,1,1,2) 1
5,5,4,2 16 2 (0,1,0,1,2) 1
5,5,4,1,1 16 2 2,0,0,1,2) 1
5,5,4,1 15 2 (1,0,0,1,2) 2
5,54 14 2 (0,0,0,1,2) 3
5,5.3,3 16 2 (0,0,2,0,2) 1
5,5,3,2 15 1 0,1,1,0,2) 1
5,5.3,1,1 15 1 (2,0,1,0,2) 1
5,5,3,1 14 1 (1,0,1,0,2) 2
55,3 13 1 (0,0,1,0,2) 3
55,2,2,1 15 1 (1,2,0,0,2) 1
5,5,2,2 14 1 (0,2,0,0,2) 2
552,111 15 1 3,1,0,0,2) 1
552,1,1 14 1 (2,1,0,0,2) 2
5,5,2,1 13 1 (1,1,0,0,2) 3
5,5,2 12 1 (0,1,0,0,2) 4
5511111 15 1 (5,0,0,0,2) 1
55,1,1,1,1 14 1 (4,0,0,0,2) 2
551,11 13 1 3,0,0,0,2) 3
551,11 12 1 (2,0,0,0,2) 4
5,51 11 1 (1,0,0,0,2) 5
5,5 10 1 (0,0,0,0,2) 6
5,4,4,2 15 1 0,1,0,2,1) 1
5,4,4,1,1 15 1 (2,0,0,2,1) 1
5,4,4,1 14 1 (1,0,0,2,1) 2
5.4.4 13 1 (0,0,0,2,1) 3
4,4,4,4 16 2 (0,0,0,4,0) 1
4,4,4,3 15 1 (0,0,1,3,0) 1

- in Proposition 4.3 below we generalize [4, Proposition 5.2],

- in Proposition 4.7 and Proposition 4.8 we generalize [4, Proposition 5.3],

- the analogue of [4, Proposition 5.4] is contained in Lemma 4.9, Lemma 4.10, Lemma 4.11 and Propo-
sition 4.12.

Proposition 4.3. Let n > 8 and let L, M, N C P" be general subspaces of codimension 3. Let X =
X, U Xu U Xy be a general scheme contained in a union of double points, where X (resp. Xy, Xn) is
supported on L (resp. M, N), such that the triple (deg(X; : L), deg(Xy : M), deg(Xy : N)) is one of the
following

i) (6,9, 12)
(ii) (3,12, 12)
(iii) (0, 12, 15)
(iv) (6, 6, 15)
(v) (0,9, 18)

then there are no cubic hypersurfaces in P" which contain L U M U N and which contain X.

Proof. For n = 8 it is an explicit computation, which can be easily performed with the help of a
computer (see the appendix).
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For n > 9 the statement follows by induction on n. Indeed if n > 8 it is easy to check that there are
no quadrics containing L UM U N. Then given a general hyperplane H C P" the Castelnuovo sequence
induces the isomorphism

0—> Irumun,pr (3) —> IeumunynH,H(3) —>0

hence specializing the support of X on the hyperplane H, since the space
Iumun,pr (2) is empty, we get

0—> Ixurumun,pr (3) —> Ixurumun) NH,H(3)
then our statement immediately follows by induction. O

Remark 4.4. It seems likely that the previous proposition holds with much more general assumption.
Anyway the general assumption deg(X; : L) + deg(Xyy : M) + deg(Xy : N) = 27 is too weak,
indeed the triple (0, 6, 21) cannot be added to the list of the Proposition 4.3. Indeed there are two
independent cubic hypersurfaces in P8, containing L, M, N, two general double points on M and seven
general double points on N, as it can be easily checked with the help of a computer (see the appendix).
Quite surprisingly, the triple (0, 0, 27) could be added to the list of the Proposition 4.3, and we think
that this phenomenon has to be better understood. In Proposition 4.3 we have chosen exactly the
assumptions that we will need in the following propositions, in order to minimize the number of the
initial checks.

For the specialization technique we need the following two easy remarks.

Remark 4.5. Let L, N be two codimension three subspaces of P", for n > 5. Let & be a general
scheme contained in a double point p? supported on L such that deg(é : L) = 4,0 < a < 3.
Then there is a specialization n of £ such that the support of n ison L N N, deg(n : L) = a and
deg((n NN) : (LNN)) = a.

Remark 4.6. Let L be a codimension three subspace of P". Let X be a scheme contained in a double
point p?.

(i) If degX = n + 1 then there is a specialization Y of X which is supported at ¢ € L such that

deg(Y : L) = 3.

(ii) If deg X = n then there are two possible specializations Y of X which are supported atq € L
such that deg(Y : L) = 3 or 2.

(iii) If degX = n — 1 then there are three possible specializations Y of X which are supported at
q € Lsuch thatdeg(Y : L) =3,2o0r 1.

(iv) Ifdeg X < n— 2 then there are four possible specializations Y of X which are supportedatq € L
such that deg(Y : L) = 3,2,10r0.

Proposition 4.7. Letn > 5and let L, M C P" be subspaces of codimension three. Let X = X; U Xy U Xo
be a scheme contained in a union of double points such that Xy (resp. Xp;) is supported on L (resp. M) and it
is general among the schemes supported on L (resp. M) and X is general. Assume that the following further
conditions hold:

deg(X; : L) + deg(Xy; : M) + degXp = 9(n — 1),
n—2<deg(X;,:L) <deg(Xy : M) < 4n — 6,

3n+3 <degXp <3n+6.

Then there are no cubic hypersurfaces in P" which contain L U M and which contain X.
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Proof. For n = 5, 6, 7 it is an explicit computation (see the appendix).
For n > 8, the statement follows by induction from n — 3 to n. Indeed given a third general
codimension three subspace N, we get the exact sequence
0—>Irumun,pr 3) —>Ium,pr (3) —> Iumynn N (3) —>0

where the dimensions of the three spaces in the sequence are respectively 27, 9(n — 1) and 9(n — 4).
We will specialize now some components of X; on L N N and some components of X; on M N N.
We denote by X] the union of the components of X; supported on L \ N and by X|’ the union of the
components of X; supported on L N N. Since n > 5 we may assume also that deg(X/ : (L UN)) = 0.
Analogously let Xy, and Xy; denote the corresponding subschemes of Xy. Now we describe more
explicitly the specialization.
From the assumption

3n+3<degXp <3n+6

it follows that in particular X has at least three irreducible components and so we may specialize all
the components of Xp on N in such a way that deg(Xp : N) = 9.
Notice that the degree of the trace Xp N N = deg Xp — 9 satisfies the same inductive hypothesis

3n—3)+3 <degiXoNN) <3(n—3)+6
and we have
6n — 15 < deg(X; : L) + deg(Xy; : M) < 6n — 12
If deg(Xy; : M) < 3n, by using that

deg(X; : L) < % (deg(Xy : L) + deg(Xy : M)) < deg(Xy : M)
we get

3n—7 < deg(Xy : M) < 3n

3n—15<deg(X; : L) <3n—6

then we can specialize X and X; in such a way that deg(X,/V, :M) =12 and deg(Xi : L) = 6, indeed
the conditions

n—5<deg(Xy : M) —12 <4n— 18
n—5<deg(X,:L)—6<4n—18

are true for n > 8 and guarantee that the inductive assumptions are true on the trace.
Now if deg(Xy; : M) > 3n + 1, we have

3n+1<deg(Xy : M) <4n—6
2n —9 <deg(X;:L) <3n—13

and we can specialize in such a way that deg(X] : L) = 0 and deg(X}, : M) = 18. Indeed we have, for
n>=6

n—>5<deg(Xy : M) — 18 < 4n — 18
n—5<deg(X,:L) <4n—18

In any of the previous cases, the residual satisfies the assumptions of Proposition 4.3, while the
trace (X UL U M) N N satisfies the inductive assumptions on N = P"~3. In conclusion by using the
sequence

0—> Ixurumun, pr (3) —> Ixurum, pr (3) —> Ixurumynn, N (3)

we complete the proof. O
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The following proposition is analogous to the previous one, with a different assumption on deg Xp.
In this case we need an extra assumption on X; and Xy, namely that in one of them there are enough
irreducible components with residual different from 2. The reason for this choice is that it makes
possible to find a suitable specialization with residual 3, 9 or 15, by the Remark 4.5 (if all the components
have residual 2, this should not be possible).

From now on we denote by X| (resp. X,) fori = 1, 2, 3 the union of the irreducible components &
of X; (resp. Xp) such that deg(£¢ : L) =i (resp. deg(& : M) = i).

Proposition 4.8. Letn > 5and let L, M C P" be subspaces of codimension three. Let X = X; U Xy U Xo
be a scheme contained in a union of double points such that X; (resp. Xy) is supported on L (resp. M) and
it is general among the schemes supported on L (resp. M) and Xy is general. Assume that either the number
of the irreducible components ofXL1 U XL3, or that the number of the irreducible components ofX,},, U Xﬁ, is

at least "3;2 Assume that the following further conditions hold:
deg(X; : L) + deg(Xy; : M) + degXp = 9(n — 1),
n—2<deg(X;:L) <deg(Xy : M) < 4n — 6,
3n+7 <degXp < 5n+ 2.
Then there are no cubic hypersurfaces in P which contain L U M and which contain X.
Proof. For n = 5, 6, 7 it is an explicit computation (see the appendix), and the thesis is true even
without the assumption on X! U X7.

Forn > 8 the statement follows by induction from n — 3 to n, by using possibly also Proposition 4.7.
Asin the previous proof, given a third general codimension three subspace N, we get the exact sequence

0—>Irumun,pr (3) —> Irum,pr (3) —> Iwumy)nn, N (3) —>0

We will specialize now some components of X; on L N N and some components of X; on M N N.
We use the same notations as in the previous proof, and we describe more precisely the specialization
in the following two cases.

1. Assume first that
3n+7 <degXp <4n+7

In particular X has at least four irreducible components and we may specialize all the compo-
nents of Xp on N in such a way that

deg((Xo NN) : N) =12
and so we have
5n — 16 < deg(X; : L) + deg(Xy : M) < 6n — 16

In particular it follows
5n
?—SSdeg(XM:M)§4n—6

n—2<deg(X;:L) <3n—38

We divide into two subcases.

In the first one we assume that the number of the irreducible components of X} U X3 is at
least "3;2 In this case we can specialize Xy and X in such a way that deg(X}, : M) = 12 and
deg(X] : L) = 3.Moreover there exists a specialization such that X/ has at least ”3;5 = "3;2 -1
components with residual 1 or 3. Indeed in X] we keep at most one of these components, and if
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we are forced to keep three components of length one, it means that there are no components
of length 2 in X;, which implies our claim.
Notice that the conditions

n—>5<deg(Xy:M)—12 <4n— 18

n—5<degX,:L)—3<4n—18

are true forn > 10. They are also true forn > 8 as soon as deg(X); : M) > n+7,so we need only
to check the cases 8 < n < 9and deg(Xy : M) < n+ 6, which implies deg(X; : L) > 4n — 22.
In this case we specialize Xy and X, in such a way that deg(Xy, : M) = 6,deg(X] : L) = 9and

X[ has atleast "5 = "% — 1 components with residual 1 or 3. The conditions

n—>5<deg(Xy : M) —6 <4n—18

n—5<deg(X,:L)—9 <4n—18

are trueifn = 9orifn =8 anddeg(X; : L) > n+ 4.
So the remaining cases to be considered are when n = 8, deg(Xy : M) < n+ 6 = 14, and
deg(X; : L) < n+ 3 = 11, that is when the triple

(deg(X; : L), deg(Xy : M), deg Xo)

is one of the following: (10, 14, 39), (11, 13, 39), (11, 14, 38), which have been checked with
random choices (see the appendix) with a computer.
In the second subcase, we know that the number of the irreducible components of X}; U X3,

is at least ”3;2 Then we can specialize Xy and X; in such a way that deg(Xy, : M) = 9 and

deg(Xi : L) = 6. As above it is easy to check that there exists a specialization such that XI’\j, has

at least "3;5 = ”3;2 — 1 components with residual 1 or 3.

Notice that the conditions
n—5<degXy :M)—9 <4n—18

n—5<deg(X;:L)—6 <4n—18
are true for n > 8 as soon as one of the following conditions is satisfied
(a) deg(Xy : M) < 4n — 17 , which implies deg(X; : L) > n+ 1.
(b) n =8,deg(X; : L) > n+ 1 = 9, which implies deg(Xy : M) < 5n — 17 = 23
Assume then that (a) and (b) are not satisfied.
We have 4n — 16 < deg(Xy : M) < 4n — 6 and we specialize X); and X; in such a way that
deg(Xy, : M) = 15 and deg(X] : L) = 0. The conditions

n—5<deg(Xy : M) —15 < 4n — 18

n—5<deg(X,:L) <4n—18

are true forn > 9 orif n = 8 and deg(Xy, : M) > n + 10.
So the remaining cases to be considered are whenn = 8,4n — 16 = 16 < deg(Xy; : M) <
n+ 9 = 17 and (by case (b)) deg(X; : L) < 8. The only remaining case are

(deg(X; : L), deg(Xy; : M), deg Xp) = (7, 17, 39), (8, 16, 39), (8, 17, 38)

which we have checked with a computer.
2. Assume now that

4n+ 8 < degXp <5n+2
which implies

4n — 11 < deg(Xy : L) + deg(Xy : M) < 5n— 17
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In particular X has at least five irreducible components and we may specialize all the components
of Xp on N in such a way that deg((Xo "' N) : N) = 15.
In this case we have

2n —5 < deg(Xy : M) <4n—6
5n — 17

n—2<deg(X,:L) <

and we can specialize Xy and X in such a way that deg(Xy, : M) = 12 and deg(X] : L) = 0.
Notice that the conditions

n—>5<deg(Xy:M)—12 <4n — 18

n—>5<deg(X,:L) <4n—18
are true for n > 12 and also for n > 8 as soon as deg(Xy; : M) > n + 7.
Assume now that8 < n < 11 anddeg(Xy : M) < n+6, whichimpliesdeg(X; : L) > 3n—17.
In this case we specialize Xj; and X; in such a way that deg(X}, : M) = 6 and deg(X] : L) = 6.
The conditions

n—>5<deg(Xy :M)—6<4n—18

n—5<degX,:L)—6 <4n—18
are true for n > 9 and also forn = 8 ifdeg(X; : L) > n+ 1.

The only remaining cases to be considered are then
n=28,7 <deg(X; :L) <8,and deg(Xy; : M) < n + 6 = 14 that is when the triple

(deg(X; : L), deg(Xy : M), deg Xo)

is one of the following: (7, 14, 42) , (8, 13, 42) , (8, 14, 41) which we have checked with a
computer.

In conclusion in any previous case we conclude by using the sequence
0—> Ixurumun, pr (3) — Ixurum, pr (3) —> Ixurum)nn, N (3)

since the trace (X UL U M) N N satisfies the inductive assumptions on N = P"~3 and the residual
satisfies the hypotheses of Proposition 4.3. O

Let Xo C P" be a scheme, contained in a union of double points, of degree (n 4+ 1)> + & with
0 < o < n—1and M be a subspace of codimension three. Assume that n > 8 and that Xy contains
at most one component of degree < 3. Let h; be the number of components of Xy of degree i for
i=4,...,n+1andleth(0 < h < 3)be the degree of the component of Xy of degree < 3. Note that
2?2'41 ihi +h = (n + 1)? + «. Let us choose an order on the irreducible components of X in such a
way the length of any component is non increasing.

We consider one of the following two specializations Xo = X(/) U Xu where X is supported on M
and it contains the possible component of degree < 3, and X}, is supported outside M:

(a) we choose as X/, the union of the irreducible components of X, starting from the ones with
maximal length, in such a way that degXy = 3(n 4+ 1) + 8 > 3(n + 1) + « and it is minimal. By
construction 0 < 8 — @ < n. Let g; be the number of components of Xy = Xp \ X(’) of degree i for
i=4,...,n+ 1.Then

n+1
Ziai+h=deg(XM)=(n+1)(n—2)+oc—,3
i=4

(@) we choose as X;, the union of the irreducible components of X, starting from the ones with
maximal length, in suchaway thatdeg X}, = 3(n+1)+8 > 3(n+1) and itis minimal. By construction
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0< E < n— 1. Let @ be the number of components of Xj; = Xp \X6 of degreeifori=4,...,n+1.
Then

n+1 =R

Zzﬁi—i—h:deg(XM) =m+1)n—-2)+a—g8

i=4

In both the specializations let us denote: y = deg(Xy NM) — (n— 2)? and note that we have some
freedom to specialize Xj; on M, according to Remark 4.6. If we have a specialization with deg(Xy;\M) =
p and another specialization with deg(Xy N M) = q then for any value between p and q there is a
suitable specialization such that deg(X); N M) attains that value. We will use often this technique by
evaluating the maximum (resp. the minimum) possible value of deg(Xy; N M) under a specialization.

Lemma 4.9. Ifin the specialization (a) we have

n—2
an+2a1+3> g <1
i=4

then we have ap11 # 0 and there exists a specialization of type (a) such thaty = o <n —4.

Proof. From the assumptions it follows thata; = Oforanyj =4, ...,n—1anda, = iwith0 <i < 1.
Then Xj; consists of points of maximal length n + 1 with at most one component of of length h and
at most one component of length n. Hence X[, consists only of double points and this implies that

B is a multiple of n + 1. Hence we have an;, = {FD=2+a—f=h=in

, which is an integer, so that

) ) n+1
% is aninteger,sothato = h—i <n—4.
It follows that a1 = n — 2 — i, hence the maximum degree of Xy N M is (n — 2)2 + h, the
minimum degree is (n — 2 — i)(n — 2) +i(n —3) + (h— 1) = (n — 2)2 + (h — i — 1), and we can

choosey =h—i=«a. O

Lemma 4.10. [fin the specialization (a) we have
3ap41 +2ap+ap—1 >3n—7+a — B
then there exists a specialization of type (@) such that eithery =a <n—4ory =a —3 <n—4.

Proof. Assume first a,1 = 0. Since « — 8 > —n, from the assumption it follows
2ap, +ap—1 > 2n—7

Notice also that

<(n+l)(n—2)+ot—ﬁ n—2

ap +ap—1 < <n—2+4
n n

hence
ap +ap—1 <n—2.
These two conditions imply that we have only the following possibilities:
(an,ap—1) € {(n—2,00(n—3,0),(n —4,1),(n—3,1), (n—4,2), (n—5,3)}

__In all these cases, by performing the specialization of type (@), we have n — 3 < B <n-—1lor
B = 0. Moreover it is easy to check that @, = a, ifa < 8,8y = a5 + 1ifa > B,and G = q; for
anyj < n — 1.In any case the difference § between the maximum degree of the trace Xy; N M and the
minimum degree satisfies

n—2
8 > Ty + 28y—1 + 3 >_ @ + max{h — 1, 0}.
i=4
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We have deg(Xy) = 21 4iGi+h=n+1)(n—-2)+a — B and so
n—2 R
Digi+h>@+1)(1n—2)— B —ndy — (n— 1) 1.
i=4

In the first two cases, where (a,, a,—1) = (a,0)andn—3 < a < n—2,weassume firstn —3 < B
then the maximal degree of the trace Xy; N M is

M= +a+1<+1DN—-2)+a—B—20,<(n—2°+a+3

sinced, > n— 3, moreover § > n — 2 > 6 and so we have that either y = o, or y = a — 3 work.
It remains the case 8 = 0 where we get that in X, we have three points of length n + 1, then either
B =0ando = 0,or B = nand ¢ > 0. By substituting in the hypothesis of our lemma the values
(Ap+1, An, an—1) = (0,a,0) we get B = nand 0 < o < 3.In this case the maximal degree M of the
trace Xy N M satisfies

M+ —2)+a+nm—-4)<M<m—-2 +a+(-2)

and, since § > n — 2, the choice y = « works. R
Now consider the case (a,, a,—1) = (a, 1), wheren — 4 < a < n — 3. Assume firstn — 3 < 3,
then the maximal degree of the trace X); N M is

=2 +a<m+1Dn—-2+a—-B—-2a,—1<n—-2%+a+4

sincen —4 < ﬁnAs n — 2, moreover § > n — 1 > 7 so that either y = «,or y = o — 3 work. It
remains the case 8 = 0, where we have either 8 = 0and o = 0,or 8 = nand o > 0. By substituting
in the hypothesis of our lemma the values (a,+1, ay, ap—1) = (0, a, 1),forn—4 < a < n— 3, we get
B =nand0 < a < 2.Then we have @, = n — 2 and so the maximal degree of the trace X); N\ M is

m+1Dn—2)+a—-20—-2)—1=mn—-2>4+a+ (n—23)

and since the difference § > n — 1, the choice y = o works.
In the case (ap, a,—1) = (n — 4, 2),if n — 3 < B, then the maximal degree of the trace X); N M is

m—224a+1<+1D)n-2)+a—B—2a,—2<(n—2>4+a+3

and since § > n > 6 it follows that either y = «, or y = o — 3 work. It remains the case E =0
where 8 = 0 or § = n. By substituting in the hypothesis of our lemma the values (ay+1, an, Gn—1) =
(0,n —4,2)weget § =nand« = 1. In this case the maximal degree of the trace Xj; N M is

M+1D—2)4+1-2m—-3)—2=n0—-2°>—1+n

and since § > n+ 1 wecanchoosey = o = 1. R
In the last case (ay,, a,—1) = (n—>5, 3),ifn—3 < B, then the maximal degree of the trace X); "M is

m—224a<m+1Dn—2)+a—B—2a,—3<n—2>%+a+4

and since § > n > 7 it follows that either y = «, or y = o — 3 work. It remains the case B =0
where 8 = 0 or 8 = n. By substituting in the hypothesis of our lemma the values (ay+1, an, Gn—1) =
(0,n — 5, 3) we get B = nand o = 0, which is a contradiction. Then this case is impossible.

Now assume that a1 7 0. In this case we have also 8 = 0, hence it follows § = 0and @; = gq;
forany 4 <j < n -+ 1. By assumption we have

3ap41 + 2ap +ap— =3n—7
and, as in the first case, we also have

(pi1 +ap +ap—1 <n—2
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These two inequalities imply that (a,+1, an, ap—1) liesin the tetrahedron with vertices (n—2, 0, 0),
(n—3,1,0),(n— % 0,0), (n— g, 0, %). The only integer points in this tetrahedron are (n — 2, 0, 0)
and (n — 3,1, 0).

In the case (n — 2, 0, 0) the maximal degree of the trace Xy N M is

m+1Dn—2)+a—-3n—-2)=n—-2°+a«a

and clearly the minimal degree is (n — 2)2, thus one of the choices y = « or y = a — 3 works. In the
case (n — 3, 1, 0) the maximal degree of the trace X); N M is

(n+1Dn—-2)+a—-3n—-3)-2=n-2"+a+1
and the minimal degree is obviously (n —2)2, so that one of the choices y =aory =a—3works. O

Lemma4.11. Ifall the assumptions of Lemma 4.9 and Lemma4.10 are not satisfied, then there exists y' > 0
satisfyingy’ +2 < n — 4, and every y € [y’, ¥’ + 2] can be attained by a convenient specialization of
type (a).
Proof. The maximal degree of the trace X); N M is

M:=m+1)(n—-2)+ao— B —3ap+1 — 2ap — ap—1

Since the assumption of Lemma 4.10 are not satisfied, we have M > (n — 2)2 + 2.
The minimal possible degree of the trace X); N M is

n+1 n+1
m:= > (i—3)a;+min{l,h} = (n+1)(n—2) + « — B —3 D a; + min{1 — h, 0}
i=4 i=4
n+1
<@+DM-2)-3>. ¢ <m+1Dn—-2)—3(n—2)=(n—2)
i=4
+1

where we use the fact that >3,, a; > n— 2. This is true because either a1 =n—2oray1 <n—3
and we have

-+ —-2—a1)ta—B
Zali "

>n—2—ap41 — 1.
i=4

Hence if M < n — 4 we choose ' = M — (n — 2)? — 2. Otherwise if M > n — 3 we choose
/!
y'=n-—6.
Both cases work because of the assumption

n—2
M—m:an+2an_1+32ai—min{l —h,0}>2. O
i=4 ;
We can now prove the last preliminary proposition. Recall that we denote by X] fori = 1, 2, 3 the
union of the irreducible components & of X; such that deg(§¢ : L) = i.

Proposition 4.12. Letn > 5 and let L C P" be a subspace of codimension three. Let X = X; U X be a
scheme contained in aunion of double points such that X; is supported on L and is general among the schemes

supported on L and X is general. Assume that deg(X; : L) + degXp = ("f) — (g) = %nz + %n + 1,

and that degXo = (n 4+ 1)?> + «, for 0 < o < n — 1. We also assume that the number of the irreducible
components ofXLl U XL3 is > % Then there are no cubic hypersurfaces in P" which contain L and which

contain X.
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Proof. For n = 5, 6, 7 it is a direct computation (see the appendix).
For n > 8 the statement follows by induction, and by the sequence
0—>Irum,pr B)—> 1L pr (3)—>lirm,m 3) —>0
where M is a general codimension three subspace. We get
0—> Ixurum,pr (3) — Ixur,pr (3) —> Ixunynm, M (3).-

First by Lemmas 4.9, 4.10, 4.11 we can specialize Xo = X[, U Xj in such a way that deg X, = 3(n +
1) + B (we will call in the following B = B), X is supported on M and deg(Xyy "M) = (n —2)* +y,
where0 < 8 <2n—1,0<y <n—4,y =a(mod3)ando — B —n < y < «. Notice also that
we havea — B — y > —2n + 4.1t follows that

n—2<degXy:M)=3(n—2)+a—pf—y <4n—6
Moreover let us specialize X, = X] U X;’ where X] is supported on L \ M and X/’ is supported on
L N M. We may also assume that the number of irreducible components of (X])! U (X]")3 is > "3;3
We may assume that
2n—5<deg(X[: L) =3(n—2)+y —a <3(n—2)

indeed note that 3(n — 2) + y — o = 0 (mod 3) and there exist at least % irreducible component in
(X)) U (X])>. Note that by using the minimal number of irreducible component in (X])! U (X])?, at
least % — 1 components remain in Xi/ , preserving our inductive assumption. It follows that

deg(X] : L) + deg(Xy : M) + degX, =9(n — 1)
moreover we have clearly
4n — 11 < deg(X] : L) + deg(Xy : M) < 6n — 12

and we may apply Proposition 4.7 and Proposition 4.8, since the scheme X; U Xy U X/, satisfies the
corresponding assumptions. Then we conclude by induction, indeed the scheme (Xp UX[") "\M satisfies
our assumptions with respect to the spaces M and M N L C M. Precisely we have (by subtraction)

deg((X N M) : (LN M)) + deg(Xy N M) = %(n -3+ %(n —-3)+1,

anddeg(XMﬂM)z(n—2)2+y,where05y <n—40

We are finally in position to give the proof of the main theorem.

Proof of Theorem 4.1. We fix a codimension three linear subspace L C P" and we prove the statement
by induction by using the exact sequence

0—>Ippr(3)—>H%(0pr (3)) —>H®(OL(3)).

We prove the claim by induction on n from n — 3 to n. By Lemma 4.2 we know that the theorem
holds for n = 2, 3, 4. Let X be a general scheme contained in a collection of double points and with

degX = ("f‘)

Sincen > 5 we canassume that X contains at most one component of length < 3.Fix a codimension
three linear subspace L C P" and consider the exact sequence

0—>Ixur,pr (3)—>Ix,pn 3) —>Ixn,1 (3) (7)

We want to specialize on L some components of X so that deg(XNL) = (;’) and apply Proposition 4.12.
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We keep outside L the irreducible components of X starting from the ones with maximal length in
such a way that degXp = (n + 1)?> + @ > (n + 1)? and it is minimal. We get by construction that
o < n — 1. Let g; be the number of components of X; = X \ Xp of degreeifori =4,...,n+ 1and

let h be the degree of the component of X of length < 3. Then 2?241 ia;+h = (”;3) —(n+1)?%—a.
After the specialization, the minimum degree of the trace X; N L is

n+1 3 n+1
Z(i—B)ai—i-]:(n: )—(n+1)2—a—h—32ai+1

i=4 i=4
ifh > 1or
n+1 n+1
n+3
Z(i—3)ai=( )—(n+1)2—a—3Zai
i=4 3 i=4

if h = 0. On the other hand the maximum degree of the trace X; N L is

n—+3
( 3 )—(n+1)2—a—3an+1—2an—an_1

We want to prove that ('31) belongs to the range between the minimum and the maximum of
deg(X; N L). This is implied by the inequalities

nn—1)
o+ 3ap+1 + 2a5 + ap—q < T (8)
and
nn —1 n+1 nin — 1 n+1
gf(x—i—h—}—BZai—], or %Sa—i—BZai (9)
i=4 i=4

In order to prove the inequality (8), consider first the case a,4+1 7 0. Then @ = 0 and we have
2] PRy 1 n+3 (1)
a —ap + —a,— — ) g = —— —(n -
n+1 3n 3nl_n+1i:4l n+1 3
:n(n—l)_ h <n(n—l)
6 n+1" 6
as we wanted. If a, 1 = 0 we get

2 il 2 3
2an+an_1+a52iai+a:|:<n+ )—(n+1)2—h—a:|
ni= n 3

2[(n+3 , 2
+a§n[( : )—(n+1)}+(n—1)(l—n)

which is < w if n > 6, as we wanted. In order to prove the inequality (9), notice that

n+1 n+1
1 nn—1 oa+h
Z a; > Z ia; = 7( ) — +
then if h = 0 we conclude since « (1 — %) > 0, while if h > 1 we conclude by the inequality

(¢ +h)(1— %) > 1, whichis true if ¢ + h > 2, in particularif ¢ > 1.
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Consider the last case « = 0and h > 1.1f n % 2 (mod 3), so that w is an integer, then X \ Xp

contains at least ”(%1) + 1 irreducible components and this confirms the inequality. If n = 2 (mod 3),
even |_"("76_1)J double points and one component of length 3 are not enough to cover all X \ Xo. Then
X \ Xop contains at least L"("%;UJ + 2 irreducible components and again the inequality is confirmed.

Then a suitable specialization of X; exists such that deg(X; N L) = (g) We denote again by X{ for

i =1, 2, 3 the union of irreducible components & of X; such that deg(¢ : L) = i.
In order to apply Proposition 4.12 we need only to show that the irreducible components ofXL1 UXL3
are at least g If this condition is not satisfied, we show now that it is possible to choose another

suitable specialization such that again deg(X; N L) = (g) but the number of irreducible components

of X! UX} is > . We assume that the number of irreducible components of X} U X} is < £.Indeed
we may perform the following operations, that leave the degree of the trace and of the residual both
constant.

e Pull out a component from X? to X; and push down another component from X? to X}'.
e Pull out a component from X? to X; and push down a component of X} .
e Pull out two components from X7 to X; and push down a component from X; to X/

After such operations have been performed, we get that X; is still a specialization of a subscheme
of X, allowing our semicontinuity argument.

If none of the above operations can be performed, then XL1 contains only a,—1 components of length
n—1, XL2 contains only a; components of length n, XL3 contains only ag components of length n and
ap+1 components of length n + 1.

Then we get
, P nn—1)
deg(XL:L):an_1+2an+3an+3an+1:?—a
hence
, nn—1) o a1 3d, 3auy _ n(n—1 « 3 p
aQ=———— — — — — > ————(ap_1+a,+a
n 4 2 2 2 2 T 4 2 2(”l )

On the other hand, we have also

n ! Y
deg(X, NL) = (3) > (n—2) (an-1 + ) + ) + anp1)

4 2

nn—1) n—1 n-—1 n
e R 23)

where the last inequality is true for n > 8. This contradiction concludes the proof. [

nn—1 o 1 ”
>n-2)| ———— - — E(an—l +a, + ant1)

5. Induction

In order to prove Theorem 1.1 we will work by induction on the dimension and the degree. In the
following lemmas we describe case by case the initial and special instances, while in Theorem 5.6
below we present the general inductive procedure, which involves the differential Horace method.

Lemma 5.1. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P? contained in a union of double points imposes
independent conditions on Op2(d) for any d > 4, with the only exception of d = 4 and X given by the
collection of 5 double points.
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Proof. Assume that X is a general subscheme of a union of double points with deg(X) = (d“;z). If X

is a collection of double points the statement follows from the Alexander—Hirschowitz theorem on P2
(for an easy proof see for example [4, Theorem 2.4]).

If X is not a collection of double points, fix a hyperplane P! C P?. Note that since deg(X) = (dquz)
and d > 4, then X has at least d + 1 components. Since X contains at least a component of length 1 or
2, it is clearly always possible to find a specialization of X such that the trace has degree exactly d + 1.
Then we conclude by induction from the Castelnuovo sequence:

0— IX:pl)PZ d-—1)— Ix p2 (d) —> Ixnpt pt (d).

Notice that any subscheme of 5 double points and any scheme containing 5 double points impose
independent conditions on quartics, by Remark 2.3.

We give now an easy technical lemma that we need in the following.

Lemma 5.2. Assume that X is a general zero-dimensional scheme contained in a union of double points
of P", which contains at least n — 1 components of length less than or equal to n. Then if deg(X) =
(n+d

n

deg(X N Pnfl) — (n—1+d)‘

n—1

) it is possible to specialize some components of X on a fixed hyperplane P*~! in such a way that

Proof. By assumption there exist at least n — 1 components {71, ..., n,—1} with length(n;) < n.
Specialize 11, ..., np—1 on the hyperplane P"1 in such a way that the residual of each component is
zero. Then specialize other components so that

—14d
5:(" Jlr )—deg(X NP1y >0
n_

is minimal. If § = 0 the claim is proved, so assume § > 1. Obviously we have§ < k—1 < n,wherekis
the minimal length of the components of X which lie outside P"~. Let ¢ be a component with length
k. Now we make the first components 71, . . . , 7x—1—s having residual 1 with respect to P*~! and we
specialize ¢ on P"~1 with residual 1. Notice that this is possible since0 <k —1 -8 <n—1. O

Lemma 5.3. Fix 3 < n < 4. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained in a union of double
points imposes independent conditions on Opn (4), with the following exceptions:

® n = 3 and either X is the union of 9 double points, or X is the union of 8 double points and a component
of length 3;
® n = 4 and X is the union of 14 double points.

Proof. IfXisacollection of double points, the statement holds by the Alexander-Hirschowitz theorem.
We may assume that X is a scheme with degree (”1'4) which is not a union of double points. Let us
denote by D the number of double points in X and by C the number of the components with length
less than or equal to n.

Ifn =3and C = 1,then D = 8 and X is one exceptional case of the statement.Ifn = 3and C = 2,
then D = 8 and the two components 77 and 1, with length less than or equal to 3 have necessarily
length 1 and 2. In this case we specialize X on P? in such a way that the trace is given exactly by the
union of 11, 2 and by the intersection of 4 of the 8 double points with P2. Hence we conclude by the
Castelnuovo sequence

0 — Ix.p2 p3(3) = Iy p3(4) — Ixnp2 p2(4) (10)

and by induction. If C > 3, then we denote by 1 the component of X with minimal length. We specialize
1 on P? in such a way that its residual is 1 if length(n) > 2, and 0 if  is a simple point. Then we apply
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the construction of Lemma 5.2 on X \ 7 (which has at least two components with length less than
or equal to 3) and we obtain a trace different from 5 double points. Hence we conclude again by the
Castelnuovo sequence (10) and by induction.

Ifn = 4 and C = 2, then X is given either by the union of 13 double points, a component of length
3 and one of length 2, or by the union of 13 double points, a component of length 4 and a simple
point. In the first case we specialize X obtaining a trace given by 8 double points, a component of
length 2 and a simple point. Then we conclude by induction as before. In the second case we cannot
use the Castelnuovo sequence since we would obtain an exceptional case. In order to conclude we
prove that a general union of 13 double points and a component of length 4 imposes independent
conditions on quartics. Indeed we know by the Alexander-Hirschowitz theorem that there exists a
unique quartic hypersurface through 14 double points supported at p1, .. ., p14. This implies that for
anyi =1, ..., 14thereisauniqueliner; through p; suchthatry, . .., ri4 are contained in a hyperplane.
Then we consider the scheme Y given by the union of 13 double points supported at {p1, ..., p13} and
the component of length 4 corresponding to a linear space of dimension 3 which does not contain rq4.
It is clear that the scheme Y imposes independent conditions on quartics, then also the scheme given
by the union of Y and a general simple point does the same.

Assume now that n = 4 and C = 3. If D = 13, then we can degenerate X to one of the previous
cases where the components with length less than or equal to 4 are two. If D = 12, then the remaining
three components have length either 3, 3, 4, or 2, 4, 4. In these cases we can obtain as a trace 7 double
points and three components of length either 2, 2, 3, or 1, 3, 3, and we conclude by the Castelnuovo
sequence.

Ifn = 4 and C > 4, we denote by n the component of X with minimal length. If length(n) = 1 we
can degenerate X to a scheme X’ where the components with length less than or equal to 4 are one
less and we apply the argument to X’. If 2 < length(n) < 3, then we specialize 1 on P? in such a way
that the residual of # is 1. Then we apply the construction of Lemma 5.2 on X \ 7 (which has at least
three components with length less than or equal to 3) and we obtain a trace different from 8 double
points and a component of length 3. Moreover with this construction we always avoid a residual given
by 7 double points. Hence we conclude by the Castelnuovo sequence. If length(n) = 4, we have only
the following possibilities: 5 components of length 4 and 10 double points, 10 components of length
4 and 6 double points, 15 components of length 4 and 2 double points. In the first two cases we can
obtain trace on P? given by 5 components of length 3 and 5 double points, while in the third case we
can obtain a trace equal to 9 components of length 3 and 2 double points. Then we conclude by the
Castelnuovo sequence. [

Lemma 5.4. Fix5 < n < 9. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained in a union of double
points imposes independent conditions on Opn (4).

Proof. IfXisa collection of double points, the statement holds by the Alexander-Hirschowitz theorem.

We may assume that X is a scheme with degree (”r‘) which is not a union of double points. Let us

denote by D the number of double points in X and by C the number of the components with length
less than or equal to n.

Ifn € {5, 6, 8}and C = 2, then we conclude by degenerating X to a union of double points, avoiding
special cases.

Ifn = 5and C = 3,thenwe geteither D = 20, or D = 19.In the first case we conclude degenerating
X to the union of 21 double points. In the second case the remaining three components have length
2,5,5,0r3,4,5,0r4, 4, 4. Then we can obtain a trace equal to 12 double points and three components
of length respectively 2, 4, 4 in the first case, or 3, 3, 4 in the second and third cases. Then we conclude
by induction.

Ifn = 5and C = 4, then we have D € {20, 19, 18}. In the first case we can degenerate X to a union
of 21 double points. If X can be degenerate to a scheme which contains only three components with
length less than or equal to 5, we conclude by using the previous results. Then we have to consider only
the two cases where X is given by 18 double points and four components of length either 3, 5, 5, 5,
or 4,4, 5, 5. In these cases we can obtain a trace equal to 12 double points and three components
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of length respectively 2, 4, 4 in the first case, and 3, 3, 4 in the second case. Hence we conclude by
induction.

Ifn = 5and C > 5, we denote by n the component with minimal length. Then we specialize 1 on
P* in such a way that the residual of 7 is 1 if 5 if length() > 2, and 0 if  is a simple point. Then we
apply the construction of Lemma 5.2 on X \ 1 (which has at least four components with length less
than or equal to 5) and we obtain a trace different from 14 double points. Hence we conclude by the
Castelnuovo sequence and by induction.

Ifn = 6and D > 21, we specialize 21 double points on P> and we conclude by the Castelnuovo
sequence.If D < 21, then we have C > 5 and we can apply Lemma 5.2, concluding by the Castelnuovo
sequence.

Ifn = 7 and D > 30, we specialize 30 double points on P® and we conclude by the Castelnuovo
sequence. If D < 30, then we have C > 6 and we can apply Lemma 5.2.

Ifn = 8and C = 3, then either D = 58 and X can be degenerated to the union of 59 double points,
or D = 57. In this case the remaining three components can have length 5, 5, 8, or 5, 6, 7, or 6, 6, 6.
In all these case we can obtain a trace on P’ given by 40 double points and two components of total
degree 10.

Ifn = 8and C = 4 and X can be degenerated to a scheme with less than 4 components with length
less than or equal to 8, then we conclude. Then we have only to consider the case where D = 56 and
the remaining four components of X have length 3, 8, 8,8,0r 4,7, 8,8,0r5,6,8,8,0r5,7,7,8, or
6,6,7,8,0r6,7,7,7. In all these cases we obtain a trace on p’ given by 40 double points and two
components of total degree 10, with the exception of the last case, where we can obtain a trace given
by 39 double points and three components of total degree 18.

Ifn = 8and C = 5 and X can be degenerated to a scheme with less than 5 components with length
less than or equal to 8, then we conclude. Hence we have only to consider the cases D = 56 or D = 55.
Listing all the possible lengths of the remaining five components we easily notice that we can always
obtain a trace on P’ given either by 40 double points and two components of total degree 10, or by 39
double points and three components of total degree 18.

Ifn = 8 and C = 6 and X can be degenerated to a scheme with less than 6 components with length
less than or equal to 8, then we conclude. Hence we have only to consider the cases D = 55 or D = 54.
Listing all the possible lengths of the remaining six components, we easily notice, as before, that we
can always obtain a trace on P’ given either by 40 double points and two components of total degree
10, or by 39 double points and three components of total degree 18.

Ifn =8and C > 7, we apply Lemma 5.2 and we conclude by the Castelnuovo sequence.

Ifn = 9and D > 59, we specialize 59 double points on P& and we conclude by the Castelnuovo
sequence.IfD < 59,thenwe get C > 8 and we conclude by applying Lemma 5.2 and by the Castelnuovo
sequence. [

Lemma 5.5. Fix3 < n < 4and5 < d < 6. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained in a
union of double points imposes independent conditions on Opn (d).

Proof. IfX isacollection of double points, the statement holds by the Alexander-Hirschowitz theorem.

Assume that X is a scheme with degree (":d) which is not a union of double points.

If (n, d) # (4, 5) and X has only 2 components with length less than or equal to n, we conclude by
degenerating X to a union of double points.

If (n, d) = (3, 5) and X contains at least 7 double points, we specialize them on the trace and we
conclude by the Castelnuovo sequence, since the residual contains 7 simple points. If X has less than
7 double points, then X has obviously at least 3 components with length less than or equal to 3. In
this case we specialize a component with minimal length making it having residual 1, then we apply
the construction of Lemma 5.2 on the remaining components and we conclude by the Castelnuovo
sequence, since the residual contains at least a simple point.

If (n, d) = (4, 5) and X contains at least 14 double points, we specialize them on the trace and we
conclude by the Castelnuovo sequence, since the residual contains 14 simple points. If X has less than
14 double points, then X has obviously at least 4 components with length less than or equal to 4. In
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this case we specialize a component with minimal length making it having residual 1, then we apply
the construction of Lemma 5.2 on the remaining components and we conclude by the Castelnuovo
sequence, since the residual contains at least a simple point.

If either (n, d) = (3, 6), or (n, d) = (4, 6) and X has at least 3 components with length less than
or equal to 3, we conclude by Lemma 5.2 and by induction. [

We are now in position to give the general inductive argument which completes the proof of The-
orem 1.1.

Given a scheme X C P" of type (imj, . .., mp41) and a fixed hyperplane P"~! C P", we denote for
any1 <i<n+1:

® by mi(]) the number of component of length i completely contained in P"~,

® by ml-(z) the number of component of length i supported on P"~! and with residual 1 with respect
toP" !, and

® by mi(B) the number of component of length i whose support does not lie in P" 1.

Obviously we have m?l) + ml@ + ml@ = m;, and m,(l]ll =0, m§2) = 0. We denote t; = m,-(l) + m,-(i)l,

fori=1,...,n+1,r = m§3)+2mi(2),andri = mi(3) fori = 2,...,n+ 1. Note that, for any i, t; is

the number of components of length i in the scheme X N P"~!, while r; is the number of components
of length i in the scheme X : P"~1,

Theorem 5.6. Fix the integersn > 2 and d > 4. A general zero-dimensional scheme X C P" contained
in a union of double points imposes independent conditions on Opn (d) with the following exceptions

® n = 2,d = 4 and X is the union of 5 double points;

® n = 3 and either X is the union of 9 double points, or X is the union of 8 double points and a component
of length 3;

® n = 4 and X is the union of 14 double points.

Proof. We prove the statement by induction on n and d. In Lemma 5.1 we have proved the statement
forn = 2,d > 4, in Lemma 5.3 and Lemma 5.4 ford = 4,3 < n < 9 and in Lemma 5.5 for
d=5,n=3,4andd = 6, n = 3, 4. Then we need to prove the remaining cases. Assume n > 3 and
in particular when d = 4 assumen > 10,and when 5 < d < 6 assumen > 5.

The proof by induction is structured as follows:

e ford = 4 and n > 10, we assume that any scheme in P" imposes independent conditions on
Opn—1(4). Recall that any scheme in P" imposes independent conditions on Opn(3) (by Theorem
4.1) and any scheme of degree greater than or equal to (n 4+ 1)% imposes independent conditions
on Opn (2) (by Theorem 3.2). Then we prove the statement ford = 4, n > 10;

e ford > 5we assume that any scheme in P imposes independent conditions on Opa (b) for (a, b) €
{(n—1,d), (n,d — 1), (n,d — 2)} and we prove it for (a, b) = (n, d).

It is enough to prove the statement for a scheme X with degree deg X = (d:" .

LetX C P" be a scheme of type (my, ..., my41) contained in a union of double points and suppose
degX = > im; = (d':"). Fix a hyperplane P! in P". In order to apply induction, we want to
degenerate X so that some of the components fall in the hyperplane P"~!. By abuse of notation we call

again X the scheme after the degeneration.
Now if there exists a degeneration such that

degX N P =i = (d tn- 1)

n—1
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where mm m,-(z) (3) and t;, r; are defined as above, then we can conclude by the Castelnuovo se-

quence
0— IXIPn_1 (d - 1) e Ix(d) — Ixmpn—1 (d)

and by induction. Then we may assume that such a degeneration does not exist. Let us choose a
degeneration of X such that (d+”71) — > it; > 0is minimal and define

n—1
d+n—-1
= ( ) - it;. (11)
n—1
Obviously 0 < ¢ < nand ¢ < mln{ (3) * 0} — 1. By the minimality assumption we have
m§3) =m, G = Oandwehavealsomi( ) = 0foralli #n+1.

Now let us define

&n4+1 = Min {8 m,ﬁjl} &n = min {8 — &nt1, m,(f)}

and, foranyi=n—1,...,1,
n+1
g =minje — Z sk,ml@ .
k=i+1
Obviously we have ¢ = ¢3 = 0 and Z:H’; & =¢&.
Step 1: Let I € P™! be a general scheme of type (0, €3, . . , €n+1, 0) supported on a collection
{y1,...,ve} € P" ! of points and ¥ C P" a general scheme oftype (0, 0, m( ) — &3,. ,(#1

&n41) supported at points which are not contained in P*~ 1,
By induction we know that

) ( (n+d—1)>
hpn (I'U X, d — 1) = min{ deg(I" U X), 0

where deg(I" U X) = 3.(i — 1)&; + Zi(m(B) —g) = Zim-(3) .

Recall that (Hd ]) = (nJr:d) - (Hd 1) From the definition of ¢ it follows that (n+g71) =
(”+d) Siti—e = m,(ﬁ] +Zim,~(3)—8 and since of course m,§+’1 > 0,weobtainhpn (F'UX,d—1) =
Zlm(3) e

Step 2: Now we want to add a collection @ 0fmn+1 simple pointsin P"~! to the scheme I"U X and we

want to obtain a (d —1)-independent scheme. From the previous stepitis clear thatdim Iy (d—1) =

mfﬁz]. Hence we have only to prove that there exist no hypersurfaces of degree d — 2 through X. Let

us show that for d > 5 we have

deg(Z) = X im® — &) > (" - 2) (12)

n

and ford = 4 and n > 10 we have

deg(2) = Y i(m” — &) = (n+1)? > ("iz) (13)

Indeed by definition of ¢, we have

n+d—1
Zi(mi(z’)—s,-):( 0 )+S—Zisi—m()
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and since
Slisi—e=Y(i—Dg <ne<(n—1n and m,%:] < :l(n—:i; 1)
we obtain
Sion® — e > (" s 1) —m—Dn- :l(" e 1) —:5(n,a).
It is easy to check that for any d > 5 and n > 3 we have S(n, d) > ("+g_2), which proves inequality

(12). On the other hand one can also check that S(n, 4) > (n + 1) for any n > 10, proving thus
inequality (13).

Then by induction we know that X' imposes independent conditions on Opn (d — 2), and so we get
dim Iy (d — 2) = 0. Thus we obtain

n+d—1
hpn(ru2u¢>,d—1)=Zim§3)—s+m,(ﬁﬂl=( )
n
Step 3: Let us choose a family of general points {5;1, R (ng} C P", with parameters (t1, ..., t;) €
K¢, such that foranyi =1,..., & we have §) = y; € P""!and 8 ¢ P"~! forany t; # 0.
Now let us consider a family of schemes A, .. ¢,) of type (&2, . . ., €441, 0) supported at the points
{521 e (ng }.Note that A(q,... ¢ isthe scheme I” defined in Step 1. Moreoverlet ¢ C P" ! beascheme

of type (mgl), ey mr(,l), 0) supported at general points of P"~!, and recall that in Step 2 we have in-

troduced the scheme @ C P"~!. Let &2 be the union of double points, supported on the scheme &.
By induction the scheme (¥ U ®2|p.—1 U I") C P" ! has Hilbert function

d+n—1
hpn 1 (W U@ s U T, d) = > im " +nm? +6 =it +¢ :( * )

.....

n—1

i.e. it is d-independent.
We will work now with the following schemes:

® A(,,...t.) the family of schemes introduced in Step 3, of type (&3, ..., &nt1, 0) supported at
the points {8/ , ..., 8; } and such that A(,...0) = I';

e ¥ C P"! the scheme introduced in Step 3, of type (mgl), e, m,(f), 0) supported at general
points of P~ 1:

e &2 of type (0,...,0, m,%%), that is the union of double points supported on the scheme
@ ¢ P"!introduced in Step 2;

e X C P", the scheme defined in Step 1, of type (0, O, m?) —€3,..., mﬁ] — En+1)-

In order to prove that X imposes independent conditions on Opr (d), it is enough to prove the fol-
lowing claim.

Claim. There exist (1, . . ., tg) such that the scheme A, .. . is D-independent, where D is the linear
system determined by the vector space Iy g2y 5 (d).

Assume by contradiction that the claim is false. Then by Lemma 2.1 for any (t1, . . ., t;) there exist
pairs (8;, ;) foralli = 1,..., e, with n;, a curvilinear scheme supported at §;, and contained in
A,....t.) such that

,,,,,

d
hpn(W U > U X Unl U... 0l d) <( j’:n)—Z(i—Z)e,-. (14)
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Let 776 be the limit ofn;, fori=1,...,¢
Suppose that n}) ¢ P""!fori € F C {1,...,e}andn) CP" ' forie G={1,..., &} \ F.
Given t € K, let us denote ZtF = U,-ep(ni) and ZtG = Uiec(ni). Denote by né, fori € F the residual

of né with respect to P*~! and by f and g the cardinalities respectively of F and G.
By the semicontinuity of the Hilbert function and by (14) we get

d+n
hpn(WU@2U T UZEUZE, d) < hp(w U@? U UZFUZE, d) <( )—Z(i—z)si.
n

On the other hand, by the semicontinuity of the Hilbert function there exists an open neighborhood
0 of 0 such that forany t € O

hpn (@ U 5 U (Uieph) UZC, d — 1) > hpn (@ U 5 U (Uirnh) UZS, d — 1)

Since the scheme @ U X' U (Uiepn}']) U Zg is contained in @ U X' U I, which is (d — 1)-independent
by Step 2, we have

hpn (@ U £ U (Uigprh) UZS, d — 1) = m2, + > im™® — &) + f + 2.

Since ¥ U @2 |pn—1 U (Uiery;) is a subscheme of & U @2 |pn—1 U I", which is d-independent by Step
3, it follows that

hpnt (¥ U 2 |pnt U (Uiery), d) = > im{" + nm)y +f

Henceforanyt € 0,by applying the Castelnuovo exact sequence to the scheme ¥ U2 U X UZ(F, UZtG ,
we get

hpn (¥ U &2 U zuzguzc d)
2 hpn(@ U XU (Ulano) Uz, d—1) + hpn1 (¥ U @%[pn-1 U (Uier ), d)
> m@ 3 _ . 9 (1) @
>y + 2. im — &) +f +2g) + (D im” +nmy, +f

:zimi—Zié‘i—‘rZS :(d_:n)—Z(l‘—Z)Ei

contradicting (14). This completes the proof of the claim. [

6. Appendix

Here we explain how to compute the dimension of the space

Vd,n(pl, e 7p’(7A17 e aAk)

defined in (2) in the introduction.

These computations are performed in characteristic 31991 using the program Macaulay?2 [9], and
consist essentially in checking that several square matrices, randomly chosen, have maximal rank.
We underline that if an integer matrix has maximal rank in positive characteristic, then it has also
maximal rank in characteristic zero. Very likely Theorem 1.1 should be true on any infinite field, but a
finite number of values for the characteristic (not including 31991) require further and tedious checks,
that we have not performed.

Assume that dimA; = q; are given and that Zl‘zl(a,- +1) = ("':d) = dim Ry ,. Consider the
monomial basis for Ry , as a matrix T of size ("+d) X 1. Consider the jacobian matrix ] computed at

pi, which has size (”+d) X (n+1).Choose arandom (n + 1) x g; integer matrix A. We concatenate T
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computed at p; with J - A. It results a matrix of size ("ﬁd) X (a;j + 1). When g; = n (this is the case of

Alexander-Hirschowitz theorem) there is no need to use a random matrix, and by Euler identity we
can simply take the jacobian matrix | computed at p;. By repeating this construction for every point,

and placing side by side all these matrices, we get a square matrix of order "Jgd). This is the matrix of

coefficients of the system (1), which corresponds to our interpolation problem. Then there is a unique
polynomial f satisfying (1) if and only if the above matrix has maximal rank. We emphasize that this
Montecarlo technique provides a proof, and not only a probabilistic proof. Indeed consider the subset
S of points (p1, . .., Pk, A1, - . ., Ax) (lying in a Grassmann bundle, which locally is isomorphic to the
product of affine spaces and Grassmannians, hence irreducible) such that the corresponding matrix
has maximal rank. The subset S is open and if it is not empty, because it contains a random point, then
itis dense.

In Proposition 4.3, Proposition 4.7, Proposition 4.8, Proposition 4.12 we need a modification of the
above strategy, since the points are supported on some given codimension three subspaces.

As a sample we consider the case considered in Proposition 4.8 wheren = 8,1 = deg(X; : L) = 10,
m = deg(Xy : M) = 14, and F = deg(Xp) = 39 and we list below the Macaulay2 script. Given
monomial subspaces L and M, we first compute the cubic polynomials containing L and M, finding a
basis of 63 monomials. Then we compute all the possible partitions of 10 and 14 in integers from 1 to
3 (which are the possible values of deg(& : L), resp. deg(£¢ : M), where & is an irreducible component
of Xi, resp. X)), and of 39 in integers from 1 to 9 (which are the possible lengths of a subscheme of a
double point in P?), by excluding the cases which can be easily obtained by degeneration. We collect
the results in the matrices triplelL, tripleM and x0, each row corresponds to a partition. Then for
any combination of rows of the three matrices the program computes a matrix mat of order 63 and its
rank. If the rank is different from 63 the program prints the case. Running the script we see that the
output is empty, as we want.

KK=2Z/31991;
E=KK[e_0..e_8];
--coordinates in P8

f=ideal(e_0..e_
g=ideal(e_0..e_2);
h=ideal(e_3..e_
T1=f*g*h;

T=gens gb(T1)
--basis for the space of cubics containing
--L (e_0=e_l=e_2=0) and M (e_3=e_4=e_5=0
--T is a (63x1) matrix

J=jacobian(T) ;
-- J is a (63x9) matrix

--first case: for the other cases of Proposition 4.8 it is enough
--to change to following line
1=10;m=14;F=39;

---start program
tripleL=matrix{{0,0,0}};
for t from 0 to ceiling(l/3) do
for d from 0 to ceiling(l/2) do
for u from 0 to 1 do
(if (3*t+2*d+u==1) then tripleL=(tripleL||matrix ({{t,d,u}})));

tripleM=matrix{{0,0,0}},
for t from 0 to ceiling(m/3) do
for d from 0 to ceiling(m/2) do
for u from 0 to 1 do
(if (3*t+2*d+u==m) then tripleM=(tripleM||matrix ({{t,d,u}})));

XO=matrix{{0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0}};
for n from 0 to ceiling(F/9) do
(if (9*n+1==F) then XO=(XO| |matrix({{n,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,1}})));
(for n from 0 to ceiling(F/9) do
(for o from 0 to ceiling(F/8) do
(if (9*n+8%*0+2==F) then XO=(XO||matrix({{n,0,0,0,0,0,0,1,0}})))));
(for n from 0 to ceiling(F/9) do
(for o from 0 to ceiling(F/8) do
(for s from 0 to ceiling(F/7) do
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(if (9*n+8*0+7*s+3==F) then XO=(XO||matrix({{n,0,s,0,0,0,1,0,0}}))))));

(for n from 0 to ceiling(F/9) do

(for o from 0 to ceiling(F/8) do

(for s from 0 to ceiling(F/7) do
( e from 0 to ceiling(F/6) do
(for ¢ from 0 to ceiling(F/5) do
(1f (9*n+8*0+7*s+6*e+5*c==

then XO=(XO||matrix({{n,o,s,e,c,0,0,0,0}}))))))));

k=1;

for a from 1 to (numgens (target (tripleL))-1) do

for b from 1 to (numgens (target (tripleM))-1) do

for ¢ from 1 to (numgens (target(X0))-1) do
(k=k+1,

mat=random(E"1,E"63) *0,

for i from 1 to tripleL (a,0) do

(gl=(matrix (E,{{0,0,0}}) |[random(E"1,E"6)), mat=mat||random(E"3,E"9)*sub(J,ql)),
for i from 1 to tripleL_ (a,1) do
(gl=(matrix (E, {{0,0,0}}) |[random(E"1,E"6)), mat=mat||random(E"2,E"9)*sub(J,ql)),
for i from 1 to tripleL_(a,2) do
(gl=(matrix (E, {{0,0,0}}) |[random(E"1,E"6)), mat=mat||random(E"1,E"9)*sub(J,ql)),

for i from 1 to tripleM_(b,0) do

(rl=(random(E"1,E"3) |matrix (E, {{0,0,0}}) |random(E"1,E"3)),mat=mat | |random(E"3,E"9) *sub(J,rl)),
for i from 1 to tripleM (b,1) do

(rl=(random(E"1,E"3) |matrix (E, {{0,0,0}}) |random(E"1,E"3)),mat=mat | |random(E"2,E"9) *sub(J,rl)),
for i from 1 to tripleM (b,2) do

(rl=(random(E"1,E"3) |matrix (E, {{0,0,0}}) |random(E"1,E"3)),mat=mat | |random(E"1,E"9) *sub(J,rl)),
for i from 1 to XO_(c,0) do

(pl=random(E~1,E"9), mat=mat]||sub(J,pl)),

for i from 1 to XO_(c,1) do

(pl=random(E"1,E"9), mat=mat||sub(T,pl) | |random(E" (8-1),E"9)*sub(J,pl)),

for i from 1 to XO_(c,2) do

(pl=random(E"1,E~9), mat=mat||sub(T,pl) ||random(E~(7-1),E"9)*sub(J,pl)),

for i from 1 to XO_(c,3) do

(pl=random(E"1,E"9), mat=mat||sub(T,pl) ||random(E"(6-1),E"9)*sub(J,pl)),

for i from 1 to XO_(c,4) do

(pl=random(E"1,E"9), mat=mat||sub(T,pl) | |random(E" (5-1),E"9)*sub(J,pl)),

for i from 1 to XO_(c,5) do

(pl=random(E"1,E"9), mat=mat||sub(T,pl) | |random(E" (4-1),E"9)*sub(J,pl)),

for i from 1 to XO_(c,6) do

(pl=random(E"1,E"9), mat=mat||sub(T,pl) | |random(E" (3-1),E"9)*sub(J,pl)),

for 1 from 1 to XO_ (c,7) do

(pl=random(E"1,E"9), mat=mat||sub(T,pl) | |random(E" (2-1),E"9)*sub(J,pl)),

for i from 1 to XO_(c,8) do mat=mat||sub(T,random(E"1,E"9)),

if (rank(mat)!=63)

then (print(tripleL (a,0),tripleL (a,1),tripleL (a,2),tripleM (b,0),tripleM (b,1),tripleM (b,2),
X0_(c,0),%0_(c,1),X0_(c,2),X0_(c,3),X0_(c,4),X0_(c,5),X0_(c,6),X0_(c,7),%X0_(c,8))),

if (mod(k,29)==0) then print(k));

All the others scripts are available at the page <http://web.math.unifi.it/users/brambill/homepage/
macaulay.html>.
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